A non-profit corporation to 

promote the preservation and 
development of buildings of 

ristorical and architectural 
significance in New London, 

Connecticut, beginning with 

Union Railroad Station. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDER 


Friday, June 8 

MCDC "Cruise to Nowhere" from 7-1] psi 
This is the kickoff for the Yale/Harvard 
Regatta weekend, More information available 
From the MCDC office, 443-8331. 


Saturday, June 9 
The 101lst Hale/Harvard Regatta on the 


Thames River from 5:15 to 7:15 p.m, will be 
followed at 7:30 p.m. by the Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony performing Handel's Water Music by the 
City Pier, There is a free shuttle service from 
Union Station to the finish line in Bartlett's 
Cove. 


Sunday, June 10 
NLL-URST presents NEW LONDON'S PEQUOT 


COLONY-A House Tour from 2-5 p.m. beginning 
from the Pequot Chapel, 857 Montauk Avenue, 
past the hospital. The tour is self-guided. 
Refreshments will be served, 


Tuesday, June 12 

. Monthly Board of Directors meeting at 
the New London Public Library, 7:30 p.m, 
All welcome. 


Summer Walking Tour Series 
Sunday, July 29 


Meet at 5:00 p.m. at Union Station for 
a walking tour of Bank Street. 


St iday, August 12 


Walking tour of. Jay, Franklin, Hempstead 
and Broad Streets. Meet at the Public 
Library of New London at 5:00 p.m, 


Sunday, August 26 


Starr, Washington, and Captain's Walk 
are the focus of the last tour of the summer, 
beginning at the Brainard Lodge Masonic 
Temple on the corner of Starr and Eugene 
O'Neill at 5:00 p.m. 


IT'S A LANDMARK 


Fences have long been a well-established 

New England tradition. Not only an 
attractive complement to a house, they 

have served to mark boundaries and keep 
intruders, both animal and human, out. 

In New London, well into the nineteenth 
century, roaming livestock was a continual 
nuisance, as the minutes of the City Council 
testify! The result of this expression of 
the territorial imperative is a much-neglected 
legacy of fences which survive to this day. 


Iron, durable and strong, has been used as a 
fencing material for centuries. The two main 
alloys used are wrought iron and cast Trot. 
completely different in composition and 
characteristics. Wrought iron, generally in 
use earlier than cast iron, is an alloy of 
almost pure iron with inclusions of glasslike 
fibers of slag. Wrought iron when heated is 
extremely easy to shape under the hammer, 

It can be bent, twisted, and drawn out to a 
variety of shapes, The blacksmith, however, 
generally made use of a fairly limited number 
of bends and twists arranged in various con- 
figurations to create a decorative pattern, 
Relatively few examples of wrought ironwork 
survive in New London, however, Perhaps the 
best is the fence surrounding a former estate 
at Broad and Cottage Streets, alternating 
twisted bars and bars bent in a wavy or 
flamboyant style. Another, more recent 
example, is next to the Mohican Hotel on 
Meridian Street, More complex in nature, 

it still takes advantage of the characteristics 
of the material itself. At the old Brown Mansior 
on Bank Street, most recently occupied by the 
DeNoia Furniture Store, is a fragment of what 
must have been an impressive testimony to the 
skill of the ironworker, 


Cast iron, in contrast to wrought iron, has 
an extremely high carbon content. Its 
brittle nature makes it impossible to 

forge by the hammer, As its name implies, 


cast iron can be readily melted and cast 
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continued from page 1 
into molds. The intricacy and detail of 
the design was seemingly limited only by 
the skill of the pattern-maker, who would 
carve the model of the desired design in 
wood and transfer it to a sand mold, 
Improved production techniques and quality 
control resulted in an explosion in the 
use of cast iron in the 19th century. 
By the mid-century, cast iron was used 
not only for fences and other decorative 
purposes, but even for entire building 
fronts! Because a pattern could be 
duplicated again and again, cast iron 
could be produced far cheaper than 
wrought iron, Large foundries producing 
thousands of tons of cast iron products 
could ship them in disassembled form 
throughout the country. Rare indeed 
was the progressive town that could 
not boast of handsome homes embellished 
with cast iron fences, or of a Main 
Street with storefronts of cast iron, 


Te 


New London was as much affected by the 

cast iron revolution as its counterparts 
throughout the nation. Cast iron fences 
can still be seen, though not as 

commonly as in the past. The Shaw 

Mansion on Bank Street has a particularly 
fine example, which the curator believes 

to have been cast by Increase Wilson, who 
owned a foundry at Methodist and Washington 
Streets. Whale Oil Row reveals a variety 
in a short stretch, from the ornate 
Victorian in front of the Byles Memorial 
Home to the more austere Gothic style 
matching the Gothic architecture of 

Richard Upjohn's St, James Episcopal 
“Church, The Dr, Isaac Porter house at 

the corner of Tilley and Washington Streets 
has a fine cast iron fence making use of a 
repeated Greek Revival motif. The interested 
reader is invited to stroll around town on 
a pleasant weekend afternoon and discover 
our hidden treasure in person; to see 

these details as they were meant to be 

seen from the viewpoint of the pedestrian, 
not the speeding auto, 


Dale Plummer 


PRESERVATION FOR THE PROPERTY OWNER 


The Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation 
is sponsoring a series of newspaper lectures 
entitled "Preservation for the Property Owner." 
Carried in over fifty newspapers throughout the 
State, 
and bolts approach to preservation problems, 
It covers many aspects of rehabilitating a home. 
The first article was in the Sunday, May 20, 
issue of the Hartford pon anes 
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THAMES SHIPYARD--LOOKING UP 


Things are indeed looking brighter for the 
future of the Thames Shipyard. The Coast 
Guard has extended the tenure of its tenants, 
the Thames Shipyard and Repair “Company, 
indefinitely. New London Laadmarks-Union 
Railroad Station Trust has received word of 
the tentative approval of a $10,000 grant 
from the Connecticut State Restoration of 
Historic Assets Fund for feasibility studies 
on the property. 

The National Maritime Historical Society, 
located in New York, has become interested 
in this issue and tie working with NLL-URST 
to resolve it. 


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


The designation in April of the Downtown 

New London National Register District marks 

a new era in historic preservation in New 
London. Preservation is now being recognized 
as a positive force in New London's future: 
The days of massive demolition in the central 
city are gone, one hopes, forever. The City 
Council. has taken to heart, apparently, the 
lessons of the past, as evidenced by its 


.refusal to sacrifice the Chateau on Green 


Street for a parking lot. We have much 


indeed to be thankful for. 


The very success of preservation, however, pose 
new challenges. The new awareness of the value 
of historic architecture in New London implies 
a responsibility on our part to educate the 
public in the proper care of this valuable 
resource, By acting as a clearinghouse for 
information and advice on restoration, NLL~URST 
can exert a powerful influence on the appearanc 
of our city. By lobbying vigorously for 
designation of important areas of the city as 
both Nationa] Register Districts and local 
Historic Districts, we can extend some measure 
of protection against thoughtless demolition 
or alteration of buildings. By urging the 
adoption by the City Council of a demolition 
ordinance and a Board of Architectural Review, 
that protection can be strengthened, 


Although less dramatic, the threat to New 
London's urban fabric is as real now as 
when Redevelopment was demolishing whole 
neighborhoods. A brief drive or walk around 
the central city reveals the danger: 
abandoned buildings awaiting either the 
wrecker's ball, or wind and weather, or the 
less gentle hands of the vandal or arsonist, 
dot many of our streets--Shaw Street, 
Franklin Street, Hempstead Street, Williams 
Street--the names are a litany from New 
London's past. To reverse this trend will 
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THE PRESERVATION WATCH 


In recent weeks, a possibly distressing 
situation has arisen over the expansion of 
the State Superior Courthouse, This 
Georgian-style building, dating from the 
eighteenth century, stands at the top of 
State Street, overlooking downtown and the 
Thames River. The decision by the 
legislature to retain it as a courthouse 
has led to the obvious need for more space, 
The question, and therefore our concern, 
is how this expansion will be handled. 


The hill commanded by the courthouse proper, 
and the land which is adjacent to it, is 

of critical importance to the whole 
neighborhood. What is done there could 
either enhance the courthouse and the 
streets surrounding it, or it could have 

a devastating effect upon the area, 


To date, the State Department of Public Works 
has obtained four options-to-buy on 
adjoining properties, including Shafner's, 
the Methodist Church, 34 Cottage Street, 
and the open land behind the courthouse on 
Cottage Street. An old shingle carriage 
house, with many fine details, is situated 
“upon the latter parcel of land. This 
building will be demolished unless the state 
can sell it to someone who can move it off 
the property... | . 


The owners of the Court Drug Co. building 
and an apartment house located at 12 and 18 
Broad Street respectively have refused to 
sell options to the state. The state has 
not yet made a decision whether to go ahead 
with condemnation proceedings on these 
properties. If this course is taken, an 
entire block is in jeopardy. The Italianate 
building at 18 Broad, high on the corner of 
Broad and Cottage Streets, establishes the 
boundaries of the neighborhood. It is the 
last of the fine residential estates built 
by whaling merchants on the block. Its 
loss would mark the complete erosion of 
these homes, 


It is difficult to imagine what the state 
will put in place of these buildings. No 
architectural planning has yet begun. Several 
agencies must still approve the plans before 
Public Works can exercise its options. The 
State Property Review Board must give its 
stamp of approval before the plans are 
submitted to the State Bond Commission, which 
in turn must allocate money for the 
acquisitions. 


The Connecticut Historical Commission has been 
informed of the situation. Through this 
agency and the State Review Board, we can 

only hope that a reasonable plan for both 

the acquired properties and buildings can 

be worked out with the Public Works and 
Judicial Departments. 


No one denies that the Courthouse is 
desperately in need of more space. How | 
imaginatively plans are made to utilize .. 
either existing buildings or a limited © 
amount of space is crucial to the face _ 

of the neighborhood and, indeed, downtown. 


Sharon Churchill 
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ELECTIONS HELD FOR NEW OFFICERS as 


New officers for New London Landmarks-—Union 
Railroad Station Trust were elected at the 
regular monthly board meeting in April. 

Dale Plummer was elected as chairman of the 
organization, after serving for three years as 
vice-chairman. Carrie Makover is the new 
vice~chairman. Bruce Baratz will continue as 
secretary, and Richard Humphreville is the new 
treasurer, The new executive board brings into 
office both experience in the fields of adminis- 
tration and historic preservation, and enthusiasm 
for the future of NLL-URST, 


Also serving on the executive board will be the 
chairmen of the following committees: Finance, 
Membership, and Education. If anyone is interested 
in serving on a committee, please contact the 
following members: Finance-Samuel Bellin, 442-1441 
Membership~Sharon Churchill, 443-2118; Education- 
Diane Smith, 442-7993, 

HEH HH 
How to Date a House, an article originally 
published by Yankee magazine several years 
ago, is now available in pamphlet form through 
NLL-URST, Ine, Structural, exterior and 
interior features are discussed, The pamphlet 
is thoroughly readable for the lay person. 


REKRE RES 
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require far more than education, though 
education will be needed. It is our hope 
to establish a revolving fund in the next 
year, that will allow NLL-URST to take an 
activist role in saving New London's heritage, 
to engage directly in some of the bricks and 
mortar work that is so desperately needed. In 
the coming months, NLL-URST will be developing: 
a program based on these needs. [t is an 
exciting prospect, and bodes well for the 
future of our past, 

Dale Plummer 
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DOWNTOWN NEW LONDON ON NATIONAL REGISTER 
On April 13, 1979, the Downtown New London 
National Register District waseenrolled on the 
National Register of Historic Places, 

Besides official recognition of the historic 
significance of downtown, this placement offer 
degrees of protection to the properties from 
the possible adverse effects of a federal 
project. 


Many financial benefits accrue to owners of 
these properties. They are eligible to apply 
for matching grants-in-aid from the U, S. 
Department of the Interior. There are also 
possible tax incentives for owners of income- 
producing property. 


More information regarding the listing and 
its financial consequences is available from 
the office of the State Historic Preservation 
Officer for Connecticut, 59 South Prospect St. 
Hartford, CT 06106. 


NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following to our membership: 


New London 


Richard and Pauline Beit 
Charles and Bettie Chu 
Mr/Mrs Louis J. Cosantina 
Elnora D., Green 

Amelia C. Zuccardy 


Mystic 


Mr/Mrs Allan Johnson and Family © 
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